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Teaching	Idea	#2	~	Figurative	Language	The	soundtrack	for	the	2003	movie	of	Holes	contains	some	incredible	songs.	Using	quotes	from	the	book	as	well	as	lyrics	from	the	soundtrack	makes	Holes	an	ideal	book	for	teaching	figurative	language.	Here	you	will	find	four	PowerPoints	to	help	you:	Click	on	the	links	below	the	images	to	get	the	PowerPoint
Presentation	you	wish	to	download.	NOTE:		If	you	have	difficulty	playing	the	audio	clips	in	the	PowerPoint	presentations,	here	is	the	link	to	a	zipped	file	containing	all	four	PowerPoint	presentations	along	with	the	audio	files.	Teaching	Idea	#3	~	Character	Traits		Assign	each	student	one	character	from	Holes.	The	student	is	to	write	a	character
description	from	the	first	person	point	of	view.	Click	here	to	read	all	character	descriptions.	Teaching	Idea	#4	~	Dig	Activity		The	bags	were	placed	on	the	floor	in	a	grid	formation.	Students	read	clues	to	determine	which	bag	they	must	“dig”	into.	The	bags	held	objects	from	the	story	such	as	plastic	lizards,	a	mini	treasure	chest,	a	can	of	very	old
peaches,	a	golden	lipstick	tube,	and	a	fish	fossil.	After	collecting	the	objects,	students	discussed	the	significance	of	each.	Teaching	Idea	#5	~	Onion	Dip	Onions	play	an	important	role	in	the	characters’	lives	in	the	book	Holes.	In	the	past,	Sam,	the	onion	man,	cured	the	townsfolk	of	all	types	of	ailments	with	his	onion	remedies.	Even	when	doctors	could
not	heal	the	sick,	Sam	could.	Years	later	Stanley	and	Zero	eat	onions	on	God’s	Thumb	to	regain	their	strength	after	days	in	the	desert.	Here	again,	onions	have	healing	power.	After	reading	about	onions,	we	made	this	delicious	dip	from	onions.	Here	is	the	recipe	we	used:	8	ounces	Cream	Cheese	—	cubed	3	large	Vidalia	Onions	—	steamed	1	teaspoon
Worcestershire	Sauce	1/4	teaspoon	Garlic	Salt	1/4	cup	Whipping	Cream	2	tablespoons	Parmesan	cheese	—	grated	1/4	teaspoon	thyme	Combine	cream	cheese	and	cream	in	Crock-Pot.	Cover	and	heat	until	cheese	is	melted	for	30	to	60	minutes.	Add	remaining	ingredients.	Cover	and	heat	for	30	minutes.	Serve	with	raw	vegetables,	crackers,	or	bread
pieces.	Teaching	Idea	#6	~	Spiced	Peaches	Similar	to	onions,	peaches	are	important	to	the	characters	in	Holes.	Katherine	Barlow	made	deliciously	spiced	peaches.	She	used	these	peaches	to	pay	Sam	for	the	work	he	did	at	the	schoolhouse.	Zero	found	some	of	these	peaches	in	the	boat,	the	Mary	Lou.	He	was	able	to	survive	living	in	the	desert	by
using	the	overturned	boat	as	shelter	and	eating	the	spiced	peaches.	Students	enjoyed	making	spiced	peaches.	We	served	them	warm	over	vanilla	ice	cream.	YUM!!	Teaching	Idea	#6	~	Resources	on	the	Web	See	the	product	that	inspired	this	post.	Holes	Novel	Study	includes	vocabulary	practice,	comprehension	questions,	constructed	response
writing,	and	skill	practice.			BUY	NOW	Questions	for	Chapters	1-6		FREE	This	worksheet	has	questions	about	Stanley's	first	experiences	at	Camp	Green	Lake.Vocab	for	Chapters	1-6		FREE	For	this	multiple	choice	vocabulary	activity,	students	will	choose	the	correct	definitions	for	the	words	convicted,	barren,	desolate,	and	hastily.In	this	vocabulary
matching	activity	students	will	find	the	correct	definitions	for	words	such	as	excavated,	enviously,	preposterous,	and	aimlessly.	In	this	vocabulary	worksheet	students	will	look	up	the	definition	for	the	selected	words.	Words	include	astonishment,	spewed,	quivering,	drawl,	and	deposited.	Questions	for	Chapters	36-42In	this	worksheet	students	are
asked	a	series	of	comprehension	questions	about	Stanley	and	Zero's	journey	in	the	desert.	The	truth	about	Stanley's	incarceration	is	also	revealed.	Use	the	clues	and	fill	in	the	missing	letters	to	complete	each	vocabulary	word	from	the	story.	Words	include	increments,	contritely,	precipice,	and	indentation.	Vocab.	Cards	for	Chapters	36-42The
vocabulary	words	for	chapters	36-42	include:	contritely,	increments,	altitude,	perhaps,	and	indentation.	These	cards	can	be	reused	again	if	you	laminate	them.Students	will	match	each	vocabulary	word	from	the	story	to	the	correct	definition.	Words	include	summoned,	precarious,	strenuous,	and	legitimate.	Save	time	and	discover	engaging	curriculum
for	your	classroom.	Reviewed	and	rated	by	trusted,	credentialed	teachers.	Try	It	Free	Thank	you	for	checking	out	my	Visual	Recipe	for	Donut	Hole	Acorns!This	FREEBIE	allows	students	to	easily	follow	&	make	Donut	Hole	Acorns!	It	is	perfect	for	incorporating	hands	on	learning	into	classroom	lessons	and/or	group	sessions.	To	use	this	freebie,	simply
print	all	the	pages	OR	for	a	NO	PRINT	OPTION,	open	this	PDF	file	on	an	iPad,	tablet,	or	computer.	Using	this	recipe	you	will	be	able	to	target	the	following	skill	areas:	Vocabulary,	Grammar,	Answering/Asking	Questions,	Following	DirecPage	2COMPACT	COMPREHENSION	GUIDES	(CCGs)1.	Can	be	used	for	a	variety	of	instructional	purposes,	such
as	Guided	Reading,	Literacy	Centers,	and	Take-home	programs2.	Assesses	Vocabulary,	Comprehension,	and	Writing	skills	in	a	compact,	easy-to-use,	uniform	format3.	Uses	Who,	What,	Where,	When,	Why,	Which,	and	How	questions	that	cover	both	literal	and	interpretive	thinking4.	Covers	the	best	in	authentic	children's	literature	--	both	popular
picture	books	and	leveled	readersBUNDLE	and	SAVE	even	MORE!	YouPage	3I	never	thought	I	would	cry	watching	an	episode	about	Peruvian	street	food,	but	I	did.	This	episode	is	so	beautiful	and	there	is	so	much	to	glean	from	it	-	besides	the	obvious,	authentic	street	food	in	Lima,	Peru,	rich	lessons	of	history,	culture,	language	and	even	psychology
are	embedded.	Students	will	be	drawn	into	the	personal	stories,	unbelievable	stories,	of	a	second	generation	Japanese-Peruvian	man	who	went	to	England	and	got	a	doctorate,	yet	prefers	to	run	a	tiny	hole	in	the	wall	restaurPage	4Here's	a	fun	freebie	just	for	you!	This	set	covers	the	-AN	word	family	and	has	tons	of	fun	activities	for	your	kiddos!
Looking	for	other	word	family	practice	sets?AN	Word	practice	FREEBIEAD,	AG,	AT,	AP	word	familyET,	ED,	EN,	ELL	word	familyIN,	IP,	IT,	ILL	word	familyOB,	OG,	OT,	OP	word	familyUT,	UN,	UG,	UB	word	familyLooking	for	a	YEAR-LONG	Resource	like	this	one?Year-Long	Sight	Word	BUNDLE	Plus	read	about	it	here	and	grab	another	fabulous	week
for	free!This	product	comes	with	all	of	the	below	©	1996-2014,	Amazon.com,	Inc.	or	its	affiliates	By	learning	how	to	persevere	in	spite	of	hardship,	your	students	will	thrive	inside	and	outside	the	classroom.	But	how	do	you	teach	perseverance?	Engaging	books,	like	the	award-winning	novel	Holes,	by	Louis	Sachar,	are	great	tools	for	helping	young
readers	understand	the	importance	of	perseverance	and	determination.	Through	reading,	they	may	even	be	inspired	to	cultivate	these	qualities	in	their	own	lives.	Plus,	check	out	these	100	books	that	build	character.		In	Holes,	young	Stanley	Yelnats	has	been	unjustly	sent	to	a	boys’	detention	center,	Camp	Green	Lake,	where	he’s	forced	to	spend	his
days	“building	character”	by	digging	holes	five	feet	wide	and	five	feet	deep.	But	it	doesn’t	take	long	for	Stanley	to	realize	his	digging	isn’t	strictly	for	his	own	self-improvement—it’s	really	in	service	of	a	conniving	warden	in	search	of	treasure.	Naturally,	Stanley	is	determined	to	dig	up	the	truth.	This	book	will	not	only	provide	students	the	opportunity
to	learn	about	perseverance	and	determination	through	Stanley’s	experience,	it	will	inspire	them	to	reflect	on	the	role	perseverance	has	played	in	their	own	lives	and	how	it	can	impact	their	future.	Here	are	a	few	tips	for	teaching	perseverance	to	your	young	readers	using	Holes:	1.					Before	reading,	discuss	the	meaning	of	perseverance	and
determination	with	your	students	and	encourage	them	to	think	about	experiences	in	their	own	lives	where	they	persevered	and	showed	determination.	Ask	them	to	choose	one	experience	and	write	a	few	sentences	about	what	motivated	them	to	persevere	and	whether	they	succeeded.	2.					Throughout	the	story,	Stanley	shows	determination,
perseverance,	and	strong	will	just	by	enduring	the	harsh	conditions	at	Camp	Green	Lake.	While	reading,	have	your	students	consider	these	questions	about	Stanley’s	experience:	What	motivates	Stanley	to	persevere	each	day?	What	role	do	his	relationships	with	other	characters	play	in	his	motivation?	What	lessons	can	be	learned	from	Stanley’s
experience?	Does	perseverance	always	pay	off	in	the	end?	Why,	or	why	not?	3.					After	reading,	ask	students	to	identify	a	goal	they	have	for	the	school	year	and	write	about	the	challenges	they	must	overcome	to	achieve	it.	Encourage	them	to	reflect	upon	the	lessons	they	learned	from	Stanley’s	experience	to	devise	a	plan	to	persevere.	To	conclude,
ask	them	to	write	about	how	they	will	feel	if	they	achieve	their	goal	and	the	emotions	they’ll	experience	if	they	don’t.	Reading	novels	like	Holes,	featuring	strong-willed	and	determined	characters	like	Stanley,	is	a	great	way	for	students	to	learn	about	perseverance	and	the	important	role	it	will	play	in	their	future	success.	For	more	books	and	tools	to
teach	your	students	about	perseverance,	determination,	and	other	important	character	traits,	check	out	these	engaging	resources.
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